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JAMIE WINPENNY teners, making it difficult for bands said. "They're focused, they have · to stand out, both on-stage and in the great presentation and they're doing 

W 
hen Kelly Scott 
was 17, like all 
high school kids 
he faithfully lis­
tened to C&K 

and Kalapana, and he penned his 
own music in8pired by his heroes. 
The teenage songwriter ran into one 
of his idols, Henry Kapono, at a 
North Shore beach party. "Here I 
was, this scrawny kid," he says, still 
amazed. "And Henry took the time 
to hang out and listen to a demo I 
had just recorded." 

Scott, no longer a scrawny kid, is 
the founder and primary songwriter 
for Pipeline Band, whose debut CD 
Island Surfer Girl topped out at No. 
2 on local charts in 2001. Since that 
recording, the band has become a 
top-drawing act at established local 
music venues such as the Beach 
House and... Kapono's, and regular­
ly appears at major events such as 
the Ho'olaulea, the Birthday Bash 
and, most recently, the Winter Bash 
at the Shell. 

Pipeline Band's CD release party 
for their sophomore effort, Shadow 
Reef, goes down Saturday at the 
Beach House. Shadow Reef show­
cases a strong rock influence and in­
cludes a slack-key original love 
song, "Soon I'll Be Seeing You." 

As far as local music on the radio 
goes, the "kachink-a" island reggae 
sound has come to occupy a near 
negemonic position on many sta­
tions. It's a successful formula that's 
resulted in a profusion of local 
groups that cater to island reggae lis-

record aisles. Pipeline Band does, 
though, with a reggae soundthat's 
more roots than Jawaiian, and lyri­
cally local themes. 

Guitarist Val Vasquez remembers 
his first band rehearsal, at a Waikild 

Ho'olaulea. "My first time ever 
playing with these guys and 'boom!' 
It was right on." By the end of the 
set, singer-toaster Greg Armonce 
had drawn hundreds of revelers to 
the stage. Pipeline Band was the 
only outfit asked to play an encore. 

Scott and the band have been for­
tunate in the studio. Local master 
producer Pierre Grille, the wizard 
behind some of Willie K and Kape­
na's breakout recordings, brought 
his talents to Shadow Reef He even 
makes a guest appearance on some 
tracks. 

Pipeline Band's recording success 
has been coupled with a steadily 
growing crowd at live performances. 
Henry Kapono noticed and signed 
the band for a regular gig at his Alo­
ha Tower club. "People are really re­
sponding to their music," Kapono 

very well. They've got quite a fol­
lowing." 

Scott realizes how lucky he was 
to sit down with one of his musical 
heroes in his formative years. 
Kapono, he says, "gave me some 
advice, and I've never forgotten it. 
It's why I'm still playing music. 
And now here we are, playing at his 
club with him and his band." 

The band has a distribution deal 
with Japanese label Ward Records in 
the works. They already have good 
airplay on that side of the Pacific, 
and the record deal could lead to a 
Japan tour. Manager Kevin Ching 
explains ho·w Pipeline Band has 
been able to distinguish itself in the 
local music scene, and catch the eyes 
and ears of recording industry hot­
shots thousands of miles away. "We 
try to do as much as we can to make 
everyone happy: the concert-goers, 
the venues, the record buyers, every­
body," Ching says. 'We want people 
to come away from experiencing our 
music with a good, positive feeling." 

That professionalism is proving to 
be a major asset. The band is getting 
airplay as far away as London, and 
receives positive feedback whenev­
er they gig. Ching is busy working 
on a West Coast tour, which should 
fall into place nicely with the popu­
larity of reggae music there. It's just 
a matter of time. • 

Pipeline Band CD release party 
with B.E. T. and Ten Feet - Beach 
House, Aloha Tower: Sat 2/21, 9 
p.m. - 2 a.m., $5. 566-0644 


